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The Red Tent by Anita Diamant 

  

About This Book 
 
The Red Tent tells the little-known Biblical story of Dinah, daughter of the patriarch Jacob and his wife, Leah. In Chapter 34 of the Book of 
Genesis, Dinah's tale is a short, horrific detour in the familiar narrative of Jacob and Joseph. Anita Diamant imaginatively tells the story from the 
fresh perspective of its women. In the Biblical tale Dinah is given no voice; she is the narrator of The Red Tent, which reveals the life of ancient 
womanhood-the world of The Red Tent. The reader of The Red Tent will view the Book of Genesis in a new light. This guide can help spur 
creative discussions of the timeless story. 
  

 
 
Discussion Questions  
 
1. Read Genesis 34 and discuss how The Red Tent changes your perspective on Dinah's story and also on the story of Joseph that follows. 
Does The Red Tent raise questions about other women in the Bible? Does it make you want to re-read the Bible and imagine other untold 
stories that lay hidden between the lines?  
 
2. Discuss the marital dynamics of Jacob's family. He has four wives; compare his relationship with each woman?  
 
3. What do you make of the relationships among the four wives?  
 
4.Dinah is rich in "mothers." Discuss the differences or similarities in her relationship with each woman.  
 
5. Childbearing and childbirth are central to The Red Tent. How do the fertility childbearing and birthing practices differ from contemporary life? 
How are they similar? How do they compare with your own experiences as a mother or father?  
 
6. Discuss Jacob's role as a father. Does he treat Dinah differently from his sons? Does he feel differently about her? If so, how?  
 
7. Discuss Dinah's twelve brothers. Discuss their relationships with each other, with Dinah, and with Jacob and his four wives. Are they a close 
family?  
 
8. Female relationships figure largely in The Red Tent. Discuss the importance of Inna, Tabea, Werenro, and Meryt.  
 
9. In the novel, Rebecca is presented as an Oracle. Goddesses are venerated along with gods. What do you think of this culture, in which the 
Feminine has not yet been totally divorced from the Divine? How does El, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, fit into this?  
 
10. Dinah's point of view is often one of an outsider, an observer. What effect does this have on the narrative? What effect does this have on the 
reader?  
 
11.The book travels from Haran (contemporary Iraq/Syria), through Canaan and into Shechem (Israel), and into Egypt. What strikes you about 
the cultural differences Dinah encounters vis-à-vis food, clothing, work, and male-female relationships.  
 
12. In The Red Tent, we see Dinah grow from childhood to old age. Discuss how she changes and matures. What lessons does she learn from 
life? If you had to pick a single word to describe the sum of her life, what word would you choose? How would Dinah describe her own life 
experience?  
 
  

 

Extra: 
For those of you who might be interested in the original bible story of Dinah, here is  
 
Genesis Chapter 34 
 
1  And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.  
2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her.  
3 And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel.  
4 And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife.  
5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they 
were come.  
6  And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him.  
7 And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had 
wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter; which thing ought not to be done.  
8 And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife.  
9 And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you.  
10 And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein.  
11 And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give.  
12 Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.  
13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister:  
14 And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us:  
15 But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be circumcised;  
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16 Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people.  
17 But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.  
18  And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son.  
19 And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was more honourable than all the 
house of his father.  
20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying,  
21 These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let 
us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters.  
22 Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are 
circumcised.  
23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us.  
24 And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went 
out of the gate of his city.  
25  And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man 
his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males.  
26 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out.  
27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister.  
28 They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field,  
29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house.  
30 And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my 
house.  
31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?  

 


